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IPA President Pierre-Martin Moulin presenting Commissioner Drew Harris with IPA gifts 
prior to the wreath laying ceremony in the Garda Síochána Memorial Garden 

WORD OF INTRODUCTION 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The IPA International Executive 
Boardôs first meeting of 2019 took 
place in the IPA House in Dublin, 
Ireland from 29 January to 1 February. 

Irish NEC members Declan OôByrne, 
Damien Crummey and Chris Cahill 
made sure we were settled in and 
provisioned with everything we needed 
for our meeting and our stay. 

In addition to our working sessions, 
we were honoured with a reception by Commissioner Drew Harris at the Phoenix 
Park HQ of An Garda Síochána, before attending a moving wreath laying ceremony 
at the Garda Memorial Garden at Dublin Castle. 

We had a very full agenda, since we had not met since the IPA World Congress in 
September 2018, but we managed to cover all the items within time, including a 
short meeting with IPA Irelandôs President Conor OôHiggins and an exchange of 
presentations.  

A joint evening meal with most of the Section Ireland NEC in a former Anglican 
church was a great way to cement old relations. 

Our thanks for great friendship and support by the IPA Ireland NEC, local Dublin IPA 
members and the IPA House staff. 

Go raibh míle maith agat! 

Servo per Amikeco - seirbhís trí chairdeas 

Stephen Crockard, Head of Administration 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 

NEW NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
 
IPA GIBRALTAR 
 

 

 

It is with great pleasure and pride that I have taken over as 
President of IPA Gibraltar from Roy Perez, who has been our 
President for the last seven years. I would like to pay tribute 
to all of Royôs hard work during his tenure as President and 
thank him sincerely on behalf of all of our membership; his 
act is one that will prove hard to follow! 

I must also thank Keith Cumbo who has also recently 
stepped down from his position as the Club Secretary. The 
amount of time and effort both of these individuals have put 
into the running of our club and the functions they have 
arranged over the years, is hugely appreciated. 

I am supported at the club by Earon Balloqui who has been 
appointed as the new Club Secretary, and Benjamin Bentley 
who is our new Club Treasurer. 

Our collective vision for the future of the club is to continue to 
promote international friendship by visiting as many of our 
international colleagues as possible and hosting them when they come to visit us in 
Gibraltar! We have a planned visit from IPA Hamburg friends in September which I 
am personally looking forward to, as it will give me a chance to brush up on my 
German language skills. 

We have put together a long list of events that we are planning on organising this 
year, including a Motherôs Day lunch and a trip out to the Fuengirola International 
Festival, amongst many others. We will also be busy this July hosting the Island 
Games which will see hundreds of athletes from many nations gather in Gibraltar for 
two weeks of competitions. 

I am looking forward to attending the IPA World Congress in Dubrovnik in October 
which will hopefully be the first of many such conferences for me to attend in the 
future. Should anyone be passing by Gibraltar, then please get in touch via our web 
page as we would love to welcome you. 

Craig Philbin, President IPA Gibraltar 
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IPA USA member Rich Berman thoroughly enjoys a 
Friendship Week organised by IPA Sri Lanka 

 
On July 4, 2018, my wife Eva and I took 
what would be an 18.5 hour flight from 
Florida to Colombo, the capital of Sri 
Lanka. We did, however, break up the flight 
with a stopover in Dubai,  going there and 
back. After being picked up at the airport 
along with several other arriving IPA 
members and their families, we spent the 
night in the beautiful Galadari Hotel. The 
next day started with registration and a city 
tour, and ended with our group attending a 
gala dinner in the hotel ballroom. Along with 
approximately 500 other persons, the event 

was an annual fundraiser of IPA Sri Lanka for the welfare and education of officers 
and their families. Our group was officially welcomed by Mr. Pujith Jayasundara, 
Inspector General of Police and President of IPA Sri Lanka,  and Mr. Asoka 
Wijetilleka, the sectionôs National Secretary General. 

Our IPA group consisted of 23 persons from 8 countries, and our IPA host was Mrs. 
Sunethra Seneviratne, Assistant Secretary General of IPA Sri Lanka, who, with a 
skilled team of assistants, accompanied us as we toured the country. The actual óon- 
the-groundô arrangements were made by Mr. Ravin De Alwis and his tourism 
company Ceylon Roots. They did a fantastic job, as all of our accommodation, 
meals, transportation, etc., can only be described as first class. We also had a 
professional tourist guide, Mr. W.A. Amaratunge, who very competently explained 
the many sites and events we were privileged to see, and who also explained the Sri 
Lankan universal term for hello, goodbye and good health, usually said with a bow of 
the head and your hands clasped prayerfully: óAyubowanô.  

Bright and early the next morning, we headed out to the city of Kandy accompanied 
by a motorcycle escort and followed by a team of Special Task Force police officers. 
This day set the tone for the entire trip: busy! We visited the Pinnawala elephant 
orphanage, where we were able to make a small purchase for the grandchildren - 
paper made from elephant poopéYep; That made a great gift! 

Then we proceeded to Kandy, where we had a city tour and participated in a óTuk 
Tukô parade as all our participants rode in small 3-wheel vehicles to visit óSri Dalada 
Maligawaô or the óTemple of the Sacred Tooth Relicô.  This is a Buddhist Temple 
located in the royal palace complex of the former Kingdom of Kandy, which houses 
the tooth of Buddha. 

The next day took us to a tea plantation where everyone went into the field to pick 
some tea leaves and then to the facility to see how the leaves are processed into 
different types of tea. After a tea break, we were off to the Isiwara Spice Garden, a 
world famous source of many exotic spices that serve as natural remedies, 
cosmetics, and herbal brews. Then we set out for the Dambulla Cave temple, one of 
eight UNESCO sites in Sri Lanka. The temple complex sits on a massive hill, and the 
caves contain unique mural paintings and many types of Buddhist sculptures and 
figures. 
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En route to our next stop, we made a visit to the regional police station in Dambulla, 
where we met the senior officers, toured the station, met several K-9's and enjoyed a 
fresh óKing Coconutô drink direct from the actual coconut! 

The next morning took us to another UNESCO world heritage site, Sigiriya, a fifth 
century rock fortress. Along with most of our group, we climbed many narrow stairs 
to the top of the rock nearly 700 feet above the local terrain - very impressive and 
windy - but the view was worth it! After lunch, it was time for a safari in 10 four-wheel 
drive vehicles into the Minneriya National Park to observe elephants, water buffalo 
and other wildlife. 

Before ending the day on the east coast of the island at a beautiful waterfront hotel in 
Pasikudah, the group rode in bullock carts  and visited a typical countryside thatched 
village. Then, after a canoe ride to our vehicles, we headed to Polonnaruwa, the 
countryôs second medieval capital. Polonnaruwa is the site of many archaeological 
findings and impressive and ancient Buddha statues.  

After a leisurely day at the beach and a great evening meal hosted beach side by Mr. 
Nuwan Vedasinghe, Deputy Inspector General of Police and Travel Secretary of IPA 
Sri Lanka, and some members of his staff, we gathered our belongings for an early 
departure, as our visit was coming to an end.  

Back in Colombo, the last night came to a conclusion when our group of IPA visitors 
were the honored guests at another gala dinner attended by many senior officers of 
the Sri Lankan Police, who had welcomed us on the first night, and many local 
supporters of the police service. We were entertained by the Sri Lankan Police Band 
and viewed a series of traditional dances. All the dancers were clothed in beautiful 
traditional garments, and it was a wonderful presentation.  

Before the evening ended, thanks to my 
wife volunteering me, I was called upon 
to make some closing remarks. I thanked 
all those in attendance for providing this 
opportunity for all IPA visitors to have a 
wonderful and educational visit to this 
beautiful and exotic country. Everyone 
involved, the Sri Lankan IPA members 
and the team from Ceylon Roots, did a 
great job. This was a very different 
experience from our usual vacations, 
and I would suggest that if you want a different personal experience, with many  
opportunities to visit historic and cultural sites and meet wonderful people, add Sri 
Lanka to your possible destinations. We did.  

AYUBOWAN!  

Rich Berman, 2nd Vice President Region 19  IPA USA 
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In the IPA, foreign languages provide no barriers! 
 

During December 2018 I spent a few 
days in Spain. The relevant travel form 
was submitted, and on arrival in 
Benalmádena Pueblo, I met up with a 
longstanding local Spanish IPA Member, 
Francisco Martin Perez, and his wife.  

Señor Martin, as he liked to be called, 
could not speak any English, and I do 
not speak Spanish. We therefore had an 
interesting couple of days - 
communication was a challenge! But in 
the true fashion of IPA friendship and 
hospitality, and with the assistance of 

óSe¶or Google Translateô, and sign language, we had a great time! 

The hospitality and generosity of Señor 
Martin and his wife were indescribable, 
nothing was too much for them.  On the 
second day, the IPA president of the 
region, Francisco Bueno Muñoz, also 
came along. Again he did not speak 
English, but as on the previous day, we 
all got on really well, and had a 
memorable time in Spain. 

Since getting home, we have exchanged 
several emails (via Google translate) 
and now have some very memorable 
friends. 

Chris Morgan, Secretary Lincolnshire Branch, IPA UK 

 

 

The World in Brazil 
 

The Brazilian Section of the International Police 
Association celebrated the proclamation of the republic 
in Brazil by taking part in and promoting an event called 
óThe World in Brazilô, addressed at diplomats in the 
country. 

The Brazilian Foreign Minister, Dr. Aloysio Nunes, gave 
a lecture during the gala dinner of the event, which 
which was attended by representatives of 135 
embassies based in Brazil, as well as business people, 
members of international organisations and the national 
executive authorities. 
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The event culminated in the 11th Festival of Nations (Festa das Nações), which took 
place in in Praça da Liberdade in the city of São Paulo, with the topic of sustainable 
peace. 

IPA Brazil, in partnership with the coordinators of the event, set up an IPA Brazil tent 
and welcomed members of the organisation as well as the public. 

óThe World in Brazilô was a great success.  

IPA Brazil 

 

 

IPA UKôs Aidan Goundry evaluates the benefits of an 
international seminar at Gimborn on Evidence Based Policing 

 
As part of the Young Membersô Forum, 
tasked with the recruitment and retention of 
younger officers as members, I had already 
decided it was necessary to have a working 
understanding of Gimborn, and knew that 
this could only come from attending a full 
course there. 

Without visiting, I couldnôt see how I could 
promote Gimborn accurately and 
emphasise its benefits as one of the jewels 
in the IPA crown. Until now I had struggled 
to find courses that translated back to my remit as a Community Support Officer -  
whilst I had heard that the ASP instructors course was fun, it wasn't practical for me, 
as I need to justify any course I attend. 

The timing of the Evidence Based Policing course was very appropriate as just 
weeks before I had attended a day long course at my headquarters looking into the 
practical applications of evidence-based work. With this in mind, I thought it a great 
opportunity to build on what had been covered, and look into what other methods 
could potentially be utilised in my area. 

There was a very interesting range of attendees alongside myself, most of whom 
were serving officers. These included a small group from Greece, a Cypriot officer, a 
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few Germans and Austrians, an Irish officer and interestingly, a Brit who was serving 
with the German police, all of which contributed to a great range of views in the later 
debate stages. We were also very lucky with the quality of lecturers, a very balanced 
split between senior police practitioners from England, Germany and Sweden, and 
academics from Germany and England - notably from Cambridge University. 

The range of topics covered was incredibly interesting. In one session alone, the 
topics included the new model of óTargeted, Tested and Trackingô, the use of social 
norms, the importance of evidence in modern policing, and a brief discussion on 
techniques for digital policing - elements of which I had already discussed with 
specialist intelligence officers from my own force - and in addition, a  fair few myths 
were put to bed. Most interesting of these was learning that there was no evidence to 
suggest that crime just moved when counter-measures were implemented, but does 
in fact reduce. 

Another area of interest for me were the talks given about óNear-Repeat 
Victimisationô, and I was interested to learn that there was virtually no difference to 
the approach we use at home. Due to my local policing role, it was an area I already 
had a lot of practical experience in, but it was very interesting to be able to apply 
figures which reinforced the importance of what is virtually my daily work. 

The other topics were equally educational, but I found them more challenging. The 
academic nature of some research made me query its value in a practical setting. 
This was compounded by the limited data that is available for academic research 
purposes, which led me to question some of the results we were presented with. The 
most significant of these was a study which suggested that, based on conviction 
data, a number of local policing teams in the UK could not identify their worst 
hotspots and criminals. The serving officers present unanimously agreed that they 
found this hard to believe, as official data would not necessarily be reliable as not all 
crimes are reported, and the ógoodô criminals were those who did not get caught! In 
these circumstances, surely local knowledge, which is unfortunately un-quantifiable, 
would be far more valuable than statistics. 

What was made very clear across the 
course was that obstacles to evidence 
based policing were not specific to one 
country, but far more generalised. These 
came down to many issues, not least of 
which being initial investment, with 
significant factors being time challenges 
and potential repercussions for negative 
outcomes. Equally, when officers are 
presented with studies they believe are 
inaccurate (as with the one previously 
mentioned), it will make them more 

reluctant to implement the new methods.  Needless to say, media criticism is always 
a concern, and in the UK this is certainly prominent. 

Of course, we did spend some time enjoying ourselves outside of the classroom as 
well. We went on a very enjoyable trip to Cologne, where a few of us holed up in a 
traditional Bierkeller and put away a very respectable 41 beers in the few hours 
available to us, and naturally a few hours were passed propping up the Turmbar. 
The best part of all this was when our Greek friends put together a fantastic evening 
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meal of kebabs and other Greek delicacies - most impressively all cooked on a BBQ 
despite the December chill! This great night also saw me knighted by one of the 
guys, using a hastily borrowed sword from one of the nearby suits of armour. 

All in it was a very educational trip and as ever, in keeping with the best of IPA 
traditions, some more great friendships were made. 

Aidan Goundry, member IPA UK 

 

 

IPA Sri Lanka celebrate 2
nd

 Membersô Day 
 
The National Executive Council (NEC) of IPA Sri Lanka held their 2nd IPA Membersô 
Day on 10th November 2018 at a beach front hotel on the outskirts of the capital city, 
Colombo.  

This event was attended by a large gathering of IPA Sri Lanka members, and the 
dayôs programme covered several events of fun and games, followed by a fellowship 
grand lunch and an opportunity for them to relish the day. 

This is the second time an event of this nature has been organised by the section, 
and the occasion undoubtedly enabled a greater fellowship amongst members, 
strengthening mutual feelings of understanding. 

Servo per Amikeco ï Service through Friendship, 

Asoka Wijetilleka, Secretary General IPA Sri Lanka 

 


